(Symphony No. 4 in E minor of Brahms. . sees 


performed and "the theme is Sometimes presented as a melody, 
Sometimes as an accompaniment, sometimes as a contrapuntal 
countertheme, and is sometimes made to pass hurriedly from one 
register to another. The composer's subtlety is such that it is 
frequently difficult to detect the theme or recognize all the 
variations" (M. Cross and D. Ewen, Encyclopedia of the Great 
Composers and Their Music, New, Revised Edition, Vol. l, Garden 
City, New York, P. 129). Passacaglia and thirty variations on 

a theme and such is the conclusion of the last of the symphonies 
of Brahms. Tannhäuser and this concert will conclude with an 
overture and the camera work during the Brahms occasionaly got 

a bit sugary and the close-ups are unnecessary and they tend 

to emphasize to overemphasize and the result is underdistancing. 
The emphasis is an integral part of the musical text and is not 
to be applied like the local colour in a George Sand novel that is 
from the outside and after the fact. Because of the requirements 
of television the "Overture" to Tannhäuser is beginning about two 
minutes after the last notes of the Brahms symphony and the in- 
terval is too short but that is as it must be if the two works 
are to be performed in an hour, Breathing-space and the piazza 
around the Duomo in Milan is necessary because it goes without 
Saying the facade of a Gothic cathedral can not be appreciated 
aesthetically from a distance of two feet for example and Von 
Karajan is at his best Conducting Wagner. External requirements 
and the art object and before Tannhäuser could be performed in 
Paris Wagner had to write a ballet and the Parisians were ac- 
customed to having a ballet during the second act and Wagner said 
no not during the singing contest on the Wartburg and instead he 
enlarged the Venusburg scene and because the Parisians insisted 
on a ballet in the second act of all operas we now have the 
Bacchanale but the members of the Jockey Club insisted on Act ITI 
and Tannhäuser was performed on March 13, 1861 and was withdrawn 
after three performances. Wagner won. March 1861 Paris Second 


Empire Napoleon III and Madame Bovary had just been published (1857) 
Renoir was twenty and the Jockey Club booed Tannhäuser off the stage, 
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